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Greyhounds and kids can become great friends. The golden rule is safety first! 

 

Supervision and separation 

 

Greyhounds and younger children should be closely supervised when the greyhound is new to your family, 

during outdoor play, or when the greyhound is eating or sleeping. If you can’t supervise sufficiently at these 

times, separate them with doors or baby gates.  

 

Any dog can bite a child and they more often happen at home with the family dog than out and about with 

unfamiliar dogs.  

 

Before any child pats any dog, they should be taught to ask the owner first, then wait and allow the dog to 

approach them. 

 

Manners for everyone 

 

Teach both your greyhound and child how to respect each other. Demonstrate to your child what kind, 

gentle interaction looks like and reinforce to never hurt, tease, frighten or surprise an animal. Greyhounds 

aren’t toys and should never be grabbed, pounced on, or used as a pillow or ride-on. Some dogs have 

sleep-startle so teach all family members to call a dog’s name before approaching them while asleep. 

Reward both your greyhound and your child for positive interactions using praise and the occasional treat. 

 

Showing affection 

 

Small children often want to express their affection for dogs by 

hugging or clinging to them. Teach your children that this can be 

scary for the dog and encourage gentle stroking of the neck and 

shoulders. Ears and tails are sensitive areas and shouldn’t be 

played with by children. Reinforce to your dog that your child is 

part of its new ‘human coaching team’ and not a litter mate – as 

litter mates often play roughly which is normal for puppies, but not 

for children. 

 

Want to know more? 

 

Email us at greyhoundadoptionswa@hotmail.com and our  

in-house behaviouralist Roz can get in touch. 


